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the majority was Republican by more than two to one.
The strength and character of the various Republican
groups in the Chamber of Deputies was, however, very
different from what it had been in the Assembly, for
the Extreme Left, which had controlled only a few seats
there, had grown very much in size, and took the name
of " Republican Union " to distinguish it from a new
group that had been formed still farther to the Left.
Gambetta, indeed, the hero of the final struggle against
Germany, and the leading spirit of the Union, had
formerly passed for an extremist, but was now accused
by the theoretical Radicals of adapting his policy to
circumstances, and striving for what was attainable
rather than for the ideal principles of the Republic.
For this reason they styled him an " Opportunist," a
name that was soon applied to the party of which he
was the chief. During the period that now began,
the most important of the Republican groups in the
Chamber of Deputies were the Left Centre, the Repub-
lican Left, the Republican Union, the Radical Left,
and the Extreme Left; and each of these, like the
fractions into which the Right was split, was organized
with a president, secretary, and executive committee of
its own; although it is hardly necessary to remark
that no one of them comprised by itself a majority of
the members of the Chamber. In the Senate the Re-
publicans were similarly divided into the Left Centre,
the Republican Left, and the Republican Union.

President MacMahon, as the head of a parliamentary
government, felt obliged to select his ministers from
the Republican majority in the Chamber, and shortly